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watches over her child. As soon as the berry ripened
he gathered the seeds, and when in due time these were
sown and grew into plants it was found that they all
bore delicious, edible fruit. The sunberry had arrived.

No more fitting name than " the plant wizard"
could have been given to Luther Burbank, for really it
seemed that he could do anything he chose. Because
it is difficult to gather chestnuts off the tall chestnut
trees, he created a dwarf variety of tree no taller than
a small bush. Walnut shells are notably hard to crack,
so he produced a type of tree the fruit of which was
covered with shells so thin that they could be peeled off
with the fingers. But this time Burbank had been too
clever, for the birds discovered the thin shells, and feasted
on the fruit to such an extent that he had to make the
shells thicker again to protect the nuts from the birds.

One of Burbank's most spectacular achievements was
a plant on which both potatoes and tomatoes grew above
ground from the same stalk, while by grafting tomato
and potato plants, he created a plant which combined
the virtues of both and produced tomatoes above ground
and potatoes below. What Burbank did by grafting
was indeed sometimes almost miraculous. On one
occasion he presented Stanford University, at which
he had become a lecturer on evolution, with an apple
tree bearing seventy-three distinct grafts. Moreover,
each graft produced true to type, so that anyone want-
ing an apple had only to go to the tree and he had
seventy-three different varieties to choose from.

Burbank did not devote all his time to fruit and vege-
tables. He enriched the scent of many flowers, worked